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CAN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AFFORD
NATIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORD?
THE POLISH ANSWER
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In today's mansgemens of Cuitural heritage there i genenally no doupt about the
necessity of ap all~country Computer database Or archaeolugical sites. Many Operating
exXamples  have since longer time proven tha¢ such investment ﬁ@nsiﬁca Iunhcf‘

Archaeolugical Tesearch both in the field and in the Study, simplifiex orgsnization of
Systeanatic, optimived prawction of the sjes andv ;:speciauy ~ rescue eXxcavationy, aulomatizes -
mieh of the editorial work whern prepanng source publications erc, However, acyte firancial
shartages — 4 comunon obsigole in docvtlnping ;:oun_tn'es - often discourage fepresentatives of
the National Aixriquizy Servics from starting such undenaking. Is this pessimism justifie o
in 1986 ir:=Pz>iatid‘ we started - although having only 2 very iimﬂcd budgét - to buiid up an
archacologica] dg;ubw called &;’M which, thanks to the adopted Prerequisiies,

- Appearcd to be <ventually both low~eost ang efficient. Our mujn principles in créating this

system were: L
' U system dedicated 1o the peo COmpulers with s’.zndarﬁ.couﬁgumtion.

s zr'.w;-r:? of ’?dz%s,vwwi datatase’ o of several loca! databases, Mmanaged by identicy;
apphication software {database lanagement Program) and based op the same daty
ructure which enables cxchaxige of data, o
34 Fopular a;&ph‘cétion development Package: as first C;ippcr ‘87, thcri,FoxPx-o. re},
2.5, whici;fbou:: Buaruntee developing 5 Menagement program with User



A major advantage in dcvelo;'ing and introducing the ;yum_; was the fact that sor_nc'_
years carlier Polish archaeology accapted a ttandurdized method of d«xun\§nmliun of the
sites {Polish abbmvi:l*ionti}\z?). including the registration sheetas a pre-éorfxputer mdnimum
data structurs. Since 1975, this method has been adopted for s country—wide project of
evidence and verification of all detectable wihacological traces. )

‘the databass structurs contains 38 felds, divided into 11 groups, such as:
focalizanon. physiogmpm}, present use of the arva, ehrono—cultural classification, sull type.
;‘;{c arcs and ﬁnds dismbu}dbn pattsrn, threats to the slte, survey authors, museum collections
and other duta (rescacch h:_istot‘y ul the site, archives, bibliegreshy, map no. and courdinuics,
etc.). The firs: relewse of SYSTEM__AZP was lsunched by Archacological Museum in
Poznas in 1980: cnpyﬁgiijf.s were ister bought by Center of Monuments Documentation in
VWarzaw, which then distributed it among all local branches of Polish Archaeclogical
Proteotion and Comscivation Service. At the moment, the system is used — aftcr several
upgxﬁdes and with addition uf suime extra wols - by ¢a 60 usor< ull over Poland who entered
so far ca 200 000 ¢ite rocords. .‘ .

The archatecture of the systam allows 10 a_(:c:O;zxpliah Ui next step: 3 conxoh‘éa:ion of
numesous local datadbases as s00n At larger hardwure systems 6f:min5compu6:r_'mngc become
available.

Recenity, the dcs::rlb?d ¥y#m appearcd (0 iDe @ convenient starting point to a more
powerful, integrated information system for Poznas &chaicoloxical Museum, called MyzArP.
which combines data on srchacological sites themselves with history of their research ;.nd

basie descriptivn of the discovered finds.





