area - ARchives of European Archaeology -
is a research network dedicated to the history of
archacology, with particular emphasis on the
archives of the discipline, their promotion and

preservation.

Now entering its third phase of activities with the
support of the European Commission (Programme
Culture 2000), the network has the following main
objectives:

* To encourage research on the

history of archacology.

* To study, catalogue and help

preserve the main archives bearing

on the memory, achievements and

heritage of the discipline.

* To investigate the interrelations

between the development of

archaeology and the formation of

cultural and political identities.

For more details on ongoing and planned AREA
activities, contacts with partners and links, and to
consult the AREA databases, see our internet web-

site at: www.area-archives.org

THE HISTORY
OF ARCHAEOLOGY

The history of European archaeology is a
complex field of research in which national
traditions and language barriers have often
inhibited a fuller understanding of the dis-
ciplinary past, and notably of those aspects
involving cross-boundary research pro-
grammes and international orientations.
Appreciating the impact of antiquarian
travellers, the romantic movement, the
colonial enterprise or the Second World
War on the practice of archaeology requires
resecarchers to display a truly pan-European
perspective. Indeed, the study of the past
has been repeatedly invoked to legitimise

political entities, but also to challenge
them: alongside extreme forms of national-
ist abuses, archacology has often con-
tributed to a sense of political and cultur-
al identity on regional, national and
transnational levels. By organising
research projects, regular meetings, work-
shops, publications and its internet site,
AREA seeks to enhance understanding of
this multifarious field, to address its theo-
retical and methodological premises, and
to highlight its broader contribution to
both historical analysis and contemporary
practice.

ARCHIVES

All too often, the history of archaeology is
being studied and written exclusively on the
basis of published materials, which by their
nature convey only selected aspects of the
wider archaeological enterprise. The archives
of the discipline, however, contain an enor-
mously rich potential for research into the
less visible but nonetheless revelatory
dimensions of the field. Correspondence,
minutes, internal reports, drawings, excava-
tion notebooks, and photographs are not
only indispensable resources for historians
of science, they often constitute the only
remaining documentation regarding numer-

archives of european arc

ous archaeological remains and research
projects uncovered or undertaken in the
past. Scattered as they are across university
libraries, museum depots, government
archives, and private collections, these
sources are often difficult to access and
assess for their worth. Besides compiling an
online catalogue with the most important or
representative of these archival fonds, and
besides encouraging archive-holding reposi-
tories and institutions to valorise their
fonds, AREA also actively engages in the
exploitation of these archives through dedi-
cated research projects.

<

INTERNET AND DATABASES

The achievements and planned activities of the AREA project are presented in its web-
site (www.area-archives.org) — in the 3 months following its re-launch, the website
received more than 10,000 visits. The website includes text pages on partners and proj-
ects, virtual exhibitions, and various links to relevant sites concerned with archaeology,
archives, heritage preservation etc.

In addition, the AREA databases are freely accessible on the website.

1. The main database concerns archival fonds relevant to the history of archaeolo-
gy. With now over 3000 entries in some 300 repositories across Europe, this expanding
database reflects the institutional resources and interests of its contributing partners.
This database is structured according to the ISAD (G) norms of archival description of
the International Council of Archives, and it includes information on the repository, the
creator of the fond, its contents and structure, condition of access etc. It can be queried
by a basic search, free text search, place names, names of individuals, or by the list of
fonds sorted by country or repository.

2. A second database is being elaborated on another primary source for the history
of archaeology: early antiquarian books. This will combine bibliographic details on rare
pre-19th century books with their attached iconography in digitised format; the whole
searchable by names, dates, locations and other fields.



Ongoing research by area partners

The Ashmolean Museum at the University of
Oxford

[

Archive of Monuments at the Hellenic
Ministry of Culture, Athens

Butrint Foundation

H

Centro Andaluz de Arqueologia Ibérica, Jaén

For more details and contacts, see the relevant pages
in the area website ( www.area-archives.org )

[

Patronato de la Alhambra y
Generalife, Granada

[

Department of Archaeology at
University College, Cork

Poznan Archaeological Museum,
Poznan

[

Institut fiir Ur- und Friihgeschichte und Archéologie des
Mittelalters, at the Albert-Ludwigs-University of Freiburg

[

Department of History at the Catholic University of
Leuven

[

Department of Archaeology, University of Goteborg

Institut national d’histoire de I'art, Paris

Forthoming developments

Ways are being explored to integrate into the AREA database the contributions
of various museums, libraries and archaeological institutions across Europe, who
seek to valorise and make available their holdings bearing on the history of
archaeology. Relevant contributions in the form of virtual exhibitions, allying
images and text, are also encouraged, as well as initiatives on new or related
research projects, bursaries and scholarly exchanges.

In addition, an association for the history of archaeology is in the making. The
European Society for the Archives and History of Archacology (ESAHA) is a
not-for-profit international association of scientific and cultural character, estab-
lished according to the Belgian law of 1919. Open to individual membership
and institutional subscriptions, the association aims to pursue and expand
AREA activities. In due course, it will maintain the databases and website, and
oversee the organisation of regular meetings on the history and politics of
archaeology. The association will also produce a newsletter with notices on rele-
vant conferences, call for papers, requests for information, bibliographies etc.,
and also seek to encourage dedicated publications on the history of archaeology.

area structure

Recognised from its inception as a European Heritage Laboratory, the AREA
Network has benefited from substantial support from the Directorate General
Culture and Education of the EC. Responsibility for overall AREA activities
rests with the scientific board, which includes representatives from the partici-
pating institutions as well as its co-ordinators Alain Schnapp, Sander van der
Leeuw and Giovanni Scichilone. On the AREA database and its future devel-
opments contact Alexandra Alexandri, at alexandri@ath.forthnet.gr. The overall
scientific co-ordination of AREA is in the hands of Nathan Schlanger, at
area@inha.fr.

The administrative secretariat is based in the newly created Institut national
d'histoire de l'art (INHA), 2 rue Vivienne, 75002, Paris, France.

Tel. + 33 (0)1 47 03 85 31 (or 86 04), Fax +33 (0)1 47 03 86 36.




